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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 3/12/07. 

• Claims 1-1 7, and 20 (canceled); claims 18-19 (withdraw); claims 21-23 (consider). 

• IDS filed on 3/12/07 has been considered and herein attached (PTO 1449) with Office 
Action. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/12/07 has been 
entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mori et al 
(US 6433882), and in view of Hori et al (US 6359696). 

Regarding claim 22 5 Mori discloses a computer (personal computer 10, Jig. 2b) 
which controls transfer of print data to a printer (printer 30, fig. 2b), comprising: 

• means for reading spool files (spool files 18, fig. 2b) storing a plurality of subfiles 
(EMF files, fig. 3) each generated by dividing print data into packets (divide print job 
into multiple pages via page separation unit 22, fib. 2b, col. 9, lines 45-52), a command 
file (command files, fig. 3, col. 6, lines 30-35) which stores a group of commands (group 
of commands, fig. 3) which control a printer, and a spool file which includes information 
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for specifying the subfile and information for specifying the command file in a storage 
device (had disk 106, fig. 2b); 

• means for reading (spool file processor 20, Jig. 2b) the subfile specified by the spool 
file to output the print data included in the subfile (outputting EMF print data to printer 
30, Jig. 2b, col. 6, lines 36-45); 

• means for detecting (process control command means 20a, Jig. 2b, col. 2, lines 60-63) 
whether the command file (command files, Jig. 3, col. 6, lines 30-35) specified by the 
information for specifying the command file stored in the spool file has been updated or 
not every time the subfile is read (newly added commands, col. 10, lines 43-46 and col. 
11, lines 17-23); 

• means for reading (process control command means 20a, fig. 2b, col. 2, lines 60-63) 
the command file when the computer detects that the command file specified by the spool 
file has been updated (newly added commands, col. 10, lines 43-46 and col 11, lines 17- 
23). 

Mori teaches a printer driver for generating and inputting print control commands 
and stored as a command file (col. 8, lines 1-3 and col. 45-67) for controlling printer's 
operation, but fails to explicitly teach or suggest "print canceling command" 
instructions/commands to stop the printer from printing if the cancel command is added 
in the command file. 

Hori, in the same field of printing, teaches a well-known example of a print 
control command "print canceling command" is added in the command file to stop the 
printer from printing (col. 5, lines 48-50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify print control command (file) of Mori to include a "print 
canceling command" as taught by Hori because of a following reason: (•) to stop the 
printer from printing the print data that is not intended by the operators/users, by doing 
so, to reduce consumable waste (i.e. ink, paper, and etc). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Mori with Hori to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 21: Claim 21 recite limitations that are similar and in the same 
scope of invention as to those in claim 22 except computer readable memory for storing 
computer programs. All computers/printers have some type of computer readable 
medium (i.e. RAM 103, fig. 2a) for storing computer programs, hence claim 21 would be 
rejected using the same rationale as in claim 22 as described above. 

Regarding claim 23: Claim 23 is the methods corresponding the apparatus and 
recite limitations that are similar and in the same scope of invention as to those in claim 
23; therefore, claim 23 is rejected for the same rejection rationale/basis as described in 
claim 22 above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/12/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

• Regarding claims 21-23, the applicants argued the EMF file as taught by the cited prior 
art of record (US 6433882 to Mori) is not generated by dividing the print data into 
packets. 

In response, EMF files (e.g. EMF pages) as taught by Mori are files that were divided 
from print data (divide print job into multiple pages via page separation unit 22, fib. 2b, 
col. 9, lines 45-52). Fig. 3 shows an example of spool file 18 having plurality of EMF 
files (e.g. first page EMF, second page EMF, and third page EMF, and etc). These EMF 
files are herein interpreted as packets. A packet is well known in the art to contain a 
header, payload data, and an end command. Sampled EMF file as shown in fig. 3 meets 
these criteria (e.g. command 1, data, and End command respectively). 

• Regarding claims 21-23, the applicants argued print data as taught by Mori are being 
stored in EMF files as rather than stored separately as subfiles (as claimed in claim 21- 
23) and wherein spool file that only stores information for specifying the subfile and 
command files. 
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in response, the Examiner disagrees with applicants' arguments. The Examiner fails to 
locate any limitations and/or features as cited in claims 21-23 that indicate spool file, 
commands files, and subfiles are "separately" stored. In addition, the Examiner fails to 
locate any limitations and/or features as cited in claims 21-23 that indicate spool file 
"only 1 ' stores information specifying subfile and command file. Since none of the cited 
claims include features (e.g. "separately 5 * stored and "only") as argued above, the 
Examiner herein assumes these files (spool file, command files, and subfiles) are stored 
together in a single file (which is spool file 18 as shown in fig. 3). Fig. 3 of Mori shows 
an example of spool file 18 that includes plurality of EMF files, and wherein each EMF 
file includes both subfile (data files) and command file (command files).. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7439. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax 'phone number 
fox the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) , system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9 199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1000. 



Conclusion 



Thierry L. Pham 
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